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SQUARE KILOMETRE ARRAY PROJECT 

617. Hon KATE DOUST to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Science and 
Innovation: 

I refer to Western Australia�s Square Kilometre Array bid.  

(1) Has any new funding been provided in the 2009-10 state budget to support the bid; and, if yes, what is 
the amount?  

(2) Will the minister commit to ensuring that an adequate slice of funding earmarked for high-performance 
computing infrastructure will flow to Geraldton and the mid-west?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) An existing allocation from the 2008-09 provision of $3.6 million will see $2.758 million in the 2009-
10 financial year, and an additional expenditure of $0.721 million in the out years; $0.121 million has 
been expended in 2008-09. Additionally, in the 2008-09 financial year, a special allocation of 
$20 million was provided over a five-year term to establish the International Centre for Radio 
Astronomy Research. ICRAR is an international research facility, with one of its roles being the 
analysis of data from the Australian SKA Pathfinder project.  

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation finalised the purchase of the 
Boolardy pastoral lease on 3 June 2009. The Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory is located within 
the Boolardy pastoral lease. The Murchison region has been short-listed as one of two sites in the world 
to house the SKA; the other is in Southern Africa. CSIRO purchased the Boolardy lease to enable it to 
manage radio quiet on the MRO. The purchase price was $5.42 million, with the state providing 
$4.2 million to fund the purchase in 2008-09. The state and CSIRO have entered into a collaboration 
agreement to outline the mutual benefits that will come from the funding of the station purchase.  

An Indigenous land use agreement has been negotiated with the Wadjarri Yamatji native title claimants 
for granting the MRO lease to CSIRO for radioastronomy purposes. Execution of the ILUA will be 
finalised by late June 2009, and then submitted to the National Native Title Tribunal for registration. 
Registration will take approximately four months, and, once registered, CSIRO will be able to 
commence ground-disturbing activities on the MRO.  

In the 2009-10 budget, the commonwealth government announced a provision of $80 million for an 
Australian national centre of SKA science. The centre will effectively be a high-performance computer 
to access SKA data, but will also be used by researchers in a range of disciplines such as mining, 
minerals and chemistry research. The centre will complement existing initiatives such as ASKAP and 
ICRAR. The interaction of the centre with the ICRAR is still being addressed at officer level. Funding 
is for infrastructure only�that is, no funding is available for staff, operations or ongoing maintenance 
costs. Further discussions between the state, commonwealth and industry are needed.  

(2) Funding has been allocated from the 2009-10 commonwealth budget, and it will be the commonwealth 
government�s decision on how funding will be expended. However, the state government intends to 
work with the commonwealth to determine how the infrastructure funding will be expended across the 
state to gain the best outcomes for the state. 

 


